
Here’s how Crittenden 
voted on Tuesday  

Five of every six Crittenden 
County voters elected to stay 
home for the primary as Kentucky 
selected party nominees for gov-
ernor and other statewide offices. 
But still, a 17 percent local 
turnout was better than 14.4 per-
cent across Kentucky. 

Despite a low turnout, Critten-
den County voters largely fol-
lowed statewide trends, with 49.6 
percent of 847 local GOP voters 
choosing Attorney General Daniel 
Cameron as the nominee to face 
incumbent Democrat Andy 
Beshear in the November gover-
nor’s race. Beshear earned 91  
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Here is how to reserve 
Park or Market on Main  

As summertime nears and 
folks begin to spend more time 
outdoors, Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission and Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park Board 
remind citizens that organized 
use of the farmers market and/or 
park requires an approved reser-
vation. There is a small fee for 
commercial vendors at Imogene 
Stout Market on Main. At the city-
county park there is a small cost 
for groups or individuals who 
charge an entry fee for organized 
events, but no charge for use of 
the pavilions. Still reservations 
are required. Call Marion Wel-
come Center at  (270) 965-5015 
to make a reservation. 

 
City Hall changes hours  

Marion City Hall has changed 
its normal office hours. City Hall 
is at Marion Commons off of Main 
Street. Regular hours are now 8 
a.m., to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. The hours were previously 
8:30 to 4:30. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, May 22 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 23 at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
in special session at 5 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 23 at city hall. 

 

Critt-nen, 
Critt-n-don 
or whatever 

 
Crittenden is one of 

those words that can be 
tough for outsiders. Heck, 
it can be tough for insid-
ers. 

It’s also one of those 
words I bet 90 percent of 
us don’t enunciate cor-
rectly. 

Through 
conversa-
tions with 
out-of-state 
companies 
I’ve heard it 
pronounced 
many ways. 

I’ve heard 
it said with a 
long i as in 
the word 
“night,” and 
quite commonly I hear 
people who aren’t familiar 
with it slowly attempt to 
sound it out with a slight 
pause between syllables. 

As unfamiliar as the pro-
nunciation may be to 
some, its origin may also 
be unfamiliar. More on 
that shortly. 

Almost humorous it is to 
hear people actually pro-
nounce it correctly, be-
cause it’s not how most of 
us say it... and it sounds 
wrong, almost too deliber-
ate. 

Personally, I’m guilty 99 
percent of the time of omit-
ting the middle syllable 
every time I answer the 
phone – “Critt’nen Press.”  

When I must clearly vo-
calize it, Crittenden 
sounds grossly formal and 
somewhat foreign, even to 
my ears. 

Most people probably 
know Crittenden County 
was named for someone, 
but who? And why? 

Crittenden County was 
formed in 1841 and states-
man John J. Crittenden is 
its namesake. That is John 
Jordan if you have ever 
wondered about the middle 
initial. 

Born in Versilles, J.J. 
Crittenden was a lawyer 
and politician. He attended 
prep school in Woodford 
County and went to law 
school at Washington Col-
lege in Virginia, and later 
at William and Mary. He 
was the 17th governor of 
Kentucky and also served 
in the U.S. House, Senate 
and was the common-
wealth’s attorney general. 
Before the Civil War, he 
authoried the ill-fated 
“Crittenden Compromise” – 
a failed proposal seeking 
common ground between 
northern and southern 
states on the topic of slav-
ery. 

There is an historical 
marker outside his one-
time residence in Russel-
lville. It’s only a few blocks 
from the high school foot-
ball stadium.  

An interesting fact about 
John J. Crittenden – he 
fought a duel, well actually 
he was an assistant, from 
what I read. 

You may have at some 
point heard Kentucky’s 
oath of office recited by in-
coming elected officials. 
From the state capitol to 
Marion City Hall, there is 
always a chuckle for the 
oath’s phrase regarding 
the prohibition of duel 
fighting. Defending one’s 
character and honor was 
once a deadly – and quite 
common – proposition, 
which often included a cap 
and ball and blood. Crit- 
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STAFF REPORT 
Paying fines and court costs 

has just gotten a bit easier for 
more than 600 local people 
who are obligated to make 
routine payments. 

By simply registering online, 
defendants who owe money to 
the court system can make 
payments in the checkout line 
at Dollar General, CVS, Fam-
ily Dollar, 7 Eleven and oth-
ers. 

Just over 250 individuals 
owe $331,188.29 in fines and 
fees from 286 cases adjudi-
cated in Crittenden Circuit 
Court. Many more are on pay-
ment schedules from district 
court. Some of the fines and 
fees go back years.  

When individuals get behind 
in court-ordered payments, a 
warrant can be issued for 
their arrest or they will be is-
sued a summons to appear in 
court to explain to a judge 
why they are not meeting 

those obligations. Some of the 
payments can include restitu-
tion that’s ordered to compen-
sate victims. 

The Administrative Office of 
the Courts has developed an 
online system so those fees 
can be paid from home, at the 
drug store or convenience 
store checkout. Payments can 
be made online with a credit 
card, but cash is accepted at 
the payment kiosks at DG, 
CVS and others. 

“It just gives people more 
options for paying,” said Crit-
tenden Circuit Court Clerk 
Melissa Guill. “If someone 
needs to make a payment on 
the weekend or any other time 
our office isn’t open, they can 
easily pay it at one of these lo-
cations or while sitting home.” 

More information is avail-
able at the circuit clerk’s Face-
book page on how to pay at 
Dollar General, CVS and other 
area retail outlets.

Twelve-year-old Dawson 
Parker stops for a drink 

from a frost-free faucet at 
Marion-Crittenden County 

Park while his brother, Lane 
Curry, 14, awaits his turn.

STAFF REPORT 
Coming up this week are a 

couple of significant events in 
Marion’s effort to improve 
water security for its resi-
dents. While neither will 
likely trigger an immediate 
solution, both could be key 
components in easing the 
city’s struggles, and perhaps 
serving the broader region 
with a clearer vision for water 
availability in generations to 
come.  

On Thursday, Schnabel 
Engineering, which is the 
town’s new engineering firm 
that specializes in levees and 
dams, and Marine Solutions, 
a company with expertise in 
solving problems under 
water, will be at Lake George 
conducting exploratory work. 
Crews plan to send a camera 
probe into the depths of the 
reservoir and into the dam-
aged pipe that most believe 
created the original leak last 
spring, tipping off a series of 
unfortunate events. 

Specialists hope to find fur-
ther evidence why the pipe – 
which runs through the 
earthen dam – failed. At 
question is whether natural 
issues caused the pipe to fail, 
or whether it broke and cre-
ated conditions that led to a 
failure of the levee’s earth-
works.  

Marine Solutions capped 
the faulty pipe a few weeks 
ago, at least temporarily pre-
venting Lake George from 
losing the last of its water. 

Marion’s prospects for a 
trouble-free summer hinge 
on two things: Getting nor-
mal rainfall and whether 
Lake George can store an ad-
equate volume of raw water. 
During last summer’s 
drought, Kentucky Emer-
gency Management spent 
about $1.4 million hauling 
raw water, providing bottled 
water and making sure Mar-
ion’s residents didn’t go com-
pletely dry. Avoiding a similar 
situation is tantamount to 
buying the city time for a 
longer-term solution. Even 
though Lake George’s levee 
was purposely breeched last 
spring, the reservoir is still 
capable of holding enough 
water to prevent a real water 
crisis in Marion. 

Local leaders believe the 
generational answer to Mar-
ion’s water woes is largely 
tied to Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District (CLWD), and  
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Crews probing Lake George 
for answers later this week

 One year ago today,  
Gov. Andy Beshear is-
sued an official declara-
tion for a State of 
Emergency in Marion 
due to the water crisis. 
Kentucky spent about $1.4 million 
in the early months of the crisis, 
trying to make sure the townspeo-
ple didn’t run out of water. Since 
then, reassurance of further finan-
cial assistance has been scarce.

DG, CVS now accepting 
court-ordered payments

Foster will 
be PD Sgt., 
code officer 

In a move to beef up en-
forcement of city codes 
and ordinances, 
Marion Mayor 
D’Anna Brown-
ing earlier this 
week promoted 
policeman 
George Foster 
to sergeant and will put 
him in charge of code en-
forcement. 

Foster, 42, recently re-
joined the city police de-
partment after more than 
15 years as a sheriff’s 
deputy. Foster has a de-
gree from Murray State 
where he studied civil engi-
neering, architecture engi-
neering and mechanical  
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Belt 

Charlotte Belt, 75, 
died May 9, 2023 at 
her home in Salem. 

She was born in 
Burna which was 
called Mullikin at the 
time. She 
was a 
cert i f ied 
b e a u t i -
cian and 
r e t i r e d 
from In-
g r a m 
Barge Company as a 
cook.  She enjoyed 
puzzles, cooking, the 
home shopping net-
work, cats and her 
family. 

Surviving are her 
partner of 30 years, 
Bobby Loveless; a 
daughter, Stephanie 
Jones (Mike) of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; her 
mother, Muriel Will-
banks Dickerson; 
three sisters, Bonnie 
Hosick of Salem, Beu-
lah Holt of Benton, 
and Lesia Rusch-
meyer of Salem; a 
granddaughter, Ra-
chel Jones of Cincin-
nati. 

She was preceded 
in death by her father, 
Claude Dickerson; 
and a brother Glenn 
Dickerson. 

Services were Wed-
nesday, May 17 in the 
chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and 
Cremation Services 
with Bro. Dennis 
Winn officiating. Bu-
rial was in Old Salem 
Cemetery. 
Paid obituary 

Newcom 

Carolyn A. Newcom, 
of Mesa, AZ, gradu-
ated to her eternal 
home in Heaven, May 
9, 2023, after a brief 
illness. Carolyn Ann 
was born, 
May 26, 
1939 to 
W a l t e r 
Ruby and 
Edna Ka-
t h r y n 
(Martin) Jackson in 
Onton, Ky. She was 
the oldest of three 
sisters, Kathryn Clark 
(widow of William 
Clark) and Mary E. 
Denton (married to 
Donald L. Denton). 
Mom could drive a 
tractor, hoe the fields, 
and work the farm 
right alongside 
Granddaddy.  

Carolyn met the 
love of her life in Crit-
tenden County High 

School in Marion. 
David L. Newcom had 
a vision and goal for 
his life’s vocation – de-
sign tractors for John 
Deere. She purposed 
in her heart to come 
alongside him to aid, 
support and join him 
in a matrimonial jour-
ney that would last 59 
years. Homemaking 
was a serious career 
to her, but always a 
labor of love. Each 
workday evening, she 
greeted Dad with a 
kiss and a hot home-
cooked meal. Her 
home was always or-
derly, clean, comfort-
able and most of all 
welcoming.  

Christmas was her 
favorite holiday. Plans 
began in January for 
tree decoration 
themes: crochet 
snowflakes and an-
gels or embroidered 
nativity ornaments, 
even new Christmas 
stockings. Homemade 
frosted cookies, 
mounds of mashed 
potatoes, tender juicy 
ham and her famous 
pecan pies were in 
abundance for each 
holiday meal. The 
neighbors all looked 
forward to their per-
sonally delivered 
Christmas candy 
treats and jam bread.  

But culinary feats 
weren’t her only ex-
pertise. Carolyn and 
David made a great 
“home improvement 
team.” David used his 
engineering skills to 
plan out patio decks, 
remodel bathrooms 
and a variety of proj-
ects for the family. 
Carolyn was his right-
hand sidekick. She al-
ways laughed and 
said demolition was 
her favorite part: 
“Just hand me a 
sledgehammer.” 

Her influence ex-
tended outside the 
home. Faith in Jesus 
Christ fueled her mis-
sion to work in 
churches across Illi-
nois, Iowa and Ari-
zona. Children’s 
ministry was her pas-
sion and focus. With 
scripture as her stan-
dard, she guided ac-
tive young minds to 
discover its timeless 
truth. She worked in 
several churches as 
the Director of the 
Children’s Sunday 
School Program and 
assisted associational 
churches with semi-
nars and workshops 
even at a state level. 
Carolyn was not inter-

ested in recognition or 
a title.  As a mentor, 
her goal was to “pass 
the baton” to newly 
trained teachers.   
While looking to the 
Lord for guidance in 
all matters, she en-
couraged each one to 
maximize their 
unique talents.  

Her hands were al-
ways busy. When she 
was not performing 
the necessary home-
making skills, she 
was creating heir-
looms. She excelled as 
a seamstress, but cro-
chet was her main art 
and delight. Colored 
yarn, designs and 
patterns were pon-
dered daily. She al-
ways had a project 
and a person in mind 
for a gift.  

Everyone under her 
roof felt valued, loved, 
and respected. Truly, 
she was gifted by 
Heaven with the heart 
of a servant. She gave 
of her time and serv-
ice sacrificially. Her 
seemingly small acts 
of kindness will long 
be remembered and 
cherished. She had a 
no-nonsense, com-
monsense approach 
to life and a strong 
stubborn streak of in-
dependence. Her lis-
tening ear, 
encouraging words 
and steady optimism 
will be missed. “Her 
children rise up and 
call her blessed.” 
Proverbs 31:28. How 
appropriate to com-
memorate her faith-
fulness this Mother’s 
Day.  Her timeless ex-
ample lives on and 
her children were 
honored to call her 
Mom.  

Surviving are four 
children, Kristie 
(David) Ramey of Ed-
dyville; Mark (Joy) 
Newcom  of Forest 
City, Iowa; Iris (Joe) 
Molstead of Charles 
City, Iowa; and Jason 
(Jennifer) Newcom of 
San Tan Valley, Ariz.; 
12 grandchildren and 
22 great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, David L. New-
com.   

A Celebration of Life 
for both David and 
Carolyn Newcom will 
be held at 11 a.m., 
Saturday, June 3 at 
Enon Baptist Church 
in Marion with burial 
in Maple View Ceme-
tery. Paid obituary 

 

Belt 

Bobby Lucian Belt, 
Sr., 80, of Marion, 
died Saturday, May 
13, 2023 at Livingston 
Hospital.  He was a 
founding 
m e m b e r 
of Unity 
G e n e r a l 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h 
i n 
Crayne. 

Surviving are four 
children, Wendy L. 
Belt of Marion, Bobby 
L. (Beth) Belt, Jr. of 
Marion, Shawn C. 
Belt of Florida and Mi-
chelle A. (Donny) Wat-
son of Marion; four 
grandchildren, Kenzie 
McKinley, Kira Belt, 
Sarah Watson and 
Michael Belt; and four 
great-grandchildren, 
Alaina McKinley, 
Chloe Brandsasse, 
Bradison Belt and 
Braydin Brandsasse. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 55 
years, JoAnn Belt; his 
father, James Ruie 
Belt; his mother, Ollie 
Mae Williams; an in-
fant grandson, Daniel 
Belt; and six siblings, 
James Herschel Belt, 
Buddy Belt, Billy Belt, 
Doris McDonald, Faye 
Belt and Louise Rob-
inson. 

Services were Wed-
nesday, May 17 at 
Gilbert Funeral Home 
with burial in Free-
dom Cemetery.   

 Ledbetter 
Alice Marie (Love) 

Ledbetter, 86, died 
Thursday, May 11, 
2023 at 
her home 
in Smith-
land. 

S h e 
was of 
the Meth-
odist faith. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Tresia Led-
better of Smithland; 
two sons, Gerald Lynn 
(Sharon) Ledbetter of 

Benton and Ewin 
Dwain (Ginny) Led-
better of Ledbetter; a 
sister, Bonnie Radcliff 
of Smithland; three 
grandchildren, Misha, 
Michael and Gerald 
Lynn, Jr.; and a great-
grandchild, David 
Duncan. 

She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Ewing Ray Led-
better, and parents 
Calvin and Lemma 
Mae (Dickerson) Love. 

Services were Mon-
day, May 15 in the 
chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and 
Cremation Services, 
with Bro. Maurice 
Dickerson officiating. 

Burial was in the 
Hampton Cemetery. 
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together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
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Stout WKMS 
guest DJ 
May 24

Three Crittenden 
County teachers were 
recognized May 9 with 
Regional Education 
P a r t n e r -
ship Excel-
lence in 
T e a c h i n g 
Awards.  

T h e s e 
awards are 
sponsored 
by Madi-
s o n v i l l e 
C o m -
m u n i t y 
College and 
M u r r a y 
State Uni-
v e r s i t y . 
Crittenden 
C o u n t y 
H i g h 
School spe-
cial edu-
c a t i o n 
t eacher 
Jennifer Gibson, Crit-
tenden County Middle 
School science 
teacher Neal Bryant 
and Crittenden 
County Elementary 
School first-grade 
teacher Mollie Tabor 
were recipients of this 
award. 

Teachers 
earn ‘23 
honors

Gibson

Bryant

Tabor

The Rock and Roll 
Revue  and Cruise-In 
scheduled for June 10 
at Fohs Hall has been 
cancelled.   

Event producer 
Classy & Grassy in-
stead encourages ev-

eryone to attend Cool 
Connie's Memorial 
Carrsville Car Show 
on June 10, held in 
honor of Connie 
Suits, a big supporter 
of Classy & Grassy.  

Carrsville show replaces Revue

Marion native Alan 
Stout will be a guest 
DJ from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., Wednesday, 
May 24 on WKMS FM 
91.3.  Stout has two 
Marion artists eclectic 
selections  on his 
playlist.
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Board of Education con-
gratulated students and 
approved several meas-
ures during its April 
school board meeting in-
cludes the following: 

•Haylee Perrin was se-
lected as a Kentucky 
Governor’s Scholar. She 
will spend five weeks this 
summer at a Kentucky 
campus yet to be deter-
mined, undergoing rigor-
ous studies before 
returning to CCHS for 
her senior year. 

•CCHS students Aria 
Kirk and Carly Travis 
have been selected for 
Governor's School for the 
Arts (GSA) program. Kirk 
is attending as a visual 
art student and Travis in 
the field of dance. GSA is 
a three-week summer 
program at the University 
of Kentucky. 

•In her monthly report, 
Superintendent Tonya 

Driver reported that mi-
leage reimbursement is 
increasing from 44 to 45 
cents per mile for district 
employees.  

•The district is the re-
cipient of a $5,000 fuel-
ing station rebate 
program. 

•The board gave Driver 
the authority to take nec-
essary steps to hire a 
company to locate under-
ground utilities at the 
site of the future CCMS 
addition behind the cur-
rent middle school. 

•The board renewed its 
bank contract through 
2025 with Farmers Bank 
and Trust Company. It 
approved the creation of 
a sub account in the 
Vince Clark Rocket 
Foundation for the Fohs 
Hall Inc. Scholarship 
given annually and dis-
tributed by the Fohs Hall 
board of directors. 

•Approved the pur-

chase of two 2024 Blue-
bird 72-passenger LP 
school buses at a cost of 
$306,000 using Elemen-
tary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
(ESSER) funds awarded 
the district during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

•Approved an Emer-
gency Certified Substi-
tute Teacher application 
for the 2023-2024 school 
year. 

•Increased preschool 
tuition rate from $150 to 
$200 monthly beginning 
next school year. 

•Established a job 
coach position at the 
high school for the next 
school year. 

•Approved a plan for 
non-traditional instruc-
tion days for next year. 

•Voted to establish a 
post-secondary Readi-
ness Coordinator for up 
to 60 days during the 
2023-24 school year. 

Crittenden youth honored, 
board takes routine action

Marion Stingrays Swim 
Team will hold an infor-
mational meeting at 4 
p.m.,  May 21 at Marion 
Golf & Pool. The recre-
ational swim team 
teaches basic competitive 
skills, builds self-esteem 
and improves strokes.  

Children must be able 
to swim at least one 
short length of the pool 
without assistance in 
order to participate.  

Evaluations are at 6 
p.m., June 5. The infor-
mational meeting will 
provide details about, 

fees, practices, meets, 
and an opportunity to 
meet coaches and man-
agers.  

For more information, 
contact Kim Vince at 
(270) 704-1446.

Swim team organizational meeting May 21

Though their paths 
into education were dif-
ferent, Kentucky’s 
Teacher of the Year, 
Mandy Perez, and First 
Lady Dr. Jill Biden share 
very similar views on 
teaching and its immeas-
urable impact on the 
lives of students.  

This, Perez discovered, 
after attending the Na-
tional Teacher of the Year 
celebration in Washing-
ton, D.C., joining other 
state teachers of the year 
from across the country 
as special guests of Pres-
ident Biden and First 
Lady Dr. Jill Biden. 

The festivities kicked 
off with a White House 
reception, Rose Garden 
ceremony and Town Hall 
meeting, where Perez ad-
vocated for a diverse cur-
riculum for all learners. 
Drawing on her own ex-
periences and back-
ground, she used the 
platform to voice her de-
sires for students across 
the nation. 

“Every child deserves 
to be seen, valued, heard 
and loved,” said Perez, 
“even if he or she is the 
only student in the class 
that may be different.”  

Perez, a 19-year edu-
cator, is an English Lan-
guage Arts teacher at 
Crittenden County Mid-
dle School.  

Selected first as Ken-
tucky’s Middle School 
Teacher of the Year, 
Perez was then an-
nounced as the Kentucky 
Teacher of the Year in a 
ceremony at the capitol 
building in Frankfort in 
September 2022. While 
she continues her sab-
batical traveling the 
Commonwealth to pro-
mote education and ad-
vocate for all of 
Kentucky’s students, 
Perez says the once-in-a-
lifetime experience has 
strengthened her passion 

and dedication to the 
profession and has re-
inforced to her the im-
portance of positive 
relationships between 
teachers and students. 
“They have to know that 
you are real,” she said. 
“My students know that 
with me, what you see is 
what you get.” 

Crittenden County Su-
perintendent Tonya 
Driver calls Perez an in-
novator, a mentor and a 
leader and says that the 
passion and energy she 
brings every day is con-
tagious.  

“The connections 
Mandy makes with her 
students are authentic 
and inspiring,” said 
Driver. “We know that re-
lationships come first 
and drive student growth 
and success. Mandy does 
this seamlessly, day in 
and day out. We are so 
incredibly proud of her 
for representing Crit-
tenden County Schools 
across the Common-
wealth and the nation as 
Teacher of the Year.” 

In the famed Rose Gar-
den, Dr. Biden shared 
that her journey into 
education had deep 
family roots. She followed 
in the footsteps of her 

own grandmother who 
later gifted Biden with 
her classroom bell, a 
keepsake that Biden 
treasures to this day. 

Perez, on the other 
hand, is a first genera-
tion college graduate and 
the first in her family to 
become a teacher. “My 
grandfather brought his 
family here from Pan-
ama,” said Perez, “to live 
the American dream.”  

Perez said that hard 
work, dedication and re-
silience marked her jour-
ney. “I paved this way for 
myself,” said Perez, “and 
I’m proud of what I’ve ac-
complished.” 

As a symbol of Biden’s 
homage to Perez and her 
constituents, each edu-
cator left the ceremony 
with a replica bell of the 
one belonging to Biden’s 
grandmother.  

“To some, it may just 
be a bell,” said Perez, 
“but to me, it holds so 
much more value than 
that.” 

Perez’ visit to D.C. also 
included attending the 
International Summit on 
the Teaching Profession 
(ISTP). 

“This was one of the 
most unique experiences 
I’ve ever had,” Perez said. 

Guest 
of honor 
White House 
recent stop for 
CCMS’ Perez

Crittenden County educator Mandy Perez is wrapping 
up a one-year sabbatical as Kentucky’s Teacher of the 
Year. 

Seven earn MCC degrees 
Seven Crittenden County High School seniors earned an associate’s degree from 
Madisonville Community College as a result of dual credit courses taken during their 
junior and senior years. Each will graduate from CCHS May 26. Pictured (from left) 
are Alyssa Woodall, Macie Hunt, Raven Hayes, CCHS counselor Laura Poindexter, 
Natalie Boone and Carson Montalta. Not pictured but also earning degrees are 
Karsen Shouse and Seth Blackburn.

Gym champ 
Aladin Aguilar of Tolu was 
crowned AAU Southern 
Regional queen Sunday 
in Pigeon Forge, Tenn., 
winning all four competi-
tions – vault, bar, floor 
and beam – with perfect 
10s in vault and floor 
events. The nine-year-old 
is a third-grader at Crit-
tenden County Elemen-
tary School and is 
coached by Kristen Fisher 
of Big Dog’s Gymnastics 
in Providence. She is the 
daughter of Anthony and 
Alivia Shewcraft-Aguilar 
of Tolu. She will compete 
in a national event in Or-
lando June 29-July 3.

Garden cash 
Shannon Peek Baize (right) of Independent Stave Co. 
Transportation Dept., presented Salem Garden Club Pres-
ident Janet Glenn Hughes with a check for matching funds 
from the 5th annual Scholarship Fundraiser Auction. This 
year the Salem Garden Club will award $3,500 to 2023 
graduates of Crittenden and Livingston County. Over the 
last five years, the club has distributed more than $15,000 
in scholarships.  



Shady Grove to host 
Memorial Day event  

Shady Grove Ceme-
tery will host a Memo-
rial Day service at 11 
a.m., May 29 with lunch 
to follow at the nearby 
Shady Grove Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

Crittenden County 
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom will be among 
the speakers. Music will 
be provided by Lacey 
Duncan and Kayla Max-
field and Taps by Clay 
Stevens. 

 

Mineral Museum to 
host annual show  

The annual Ben E. 
Clement Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil and Jewelry Show 
will be held at the 
Clement Mineral Mu-
seum next to Fohs Hall 
on June 3-4. There will 
be free children’s activ-
ities, hourly door 
prizes, a silent auction, 
vendor tables and mu-
seum tours during the 
two-day show. Show 
hours are 10 a.m., to 5 
p.m., on Saturday and 

10 a.m., to 4 p.m., on 
Sunday. For more infor-
mation call 270-965-
4236. The event is 
sponsored by Marion 
Tourism and Recreation 
Commission, and the 
children’s activities are 
underwritten by River 
View Coal. 

 

GOP meets Thursday 
at Lions building 

Crittenden County’s 
Republican Party will 
meet at 6 pm., Thurs-
day, May 18 at the 
Lions Club building at 
Crittenden County Fair-
grounds. 

 

McDaniel inducted 
into Phi Kappa Phi 

Kenlee McDaniel of 
Marion, majoring in in-
tegrated marketing 
communications, was 
among the more than 
140 University of Mis-
sissippi students who 
were inducted into the 
Phi Kappa Phi honor 
society April 13 at the 
Gertrude C. Ford Center 
for the Performing Arts 
on campus. 

Phi Kappa Phi is one 
of the nation's oldest 
and most prestigious 
honor societies for all 
academic disciplines.  

"Membership into the 
honor society of Phi 

Kappa Phi is by invita-
tion only and is open to 
those who have a con-
sistent record of aca-
demic excellence," said 
Jeremy Loenneke, Phi 
Kappa Phi chapter pres-
ident and UM associate 
professor of health, ex-
ercise science and 
recreation manage-
ment. "To be selected 
for initiation is a 
tremendous honor and 
means that you repre-
sent the very best of 
your class." 

Membership in Phi 
Kappa Phi is based on a 
student's character and 
academic standing. 
Juniors must have com-
pleted 72 credit hours 
and rank in the top 
7.5% of their class, 
while seniors and grad-
uate students must 
rank in the top 10% of 
their class. 

 
 

Koerner presents 
at UK Showcase 

Taylor Koerner of 
Marion and more than 
500 University of Ken-
tucky undergraduates 
recently met for the 
17th annual Showcase 
of Undergraduate 
Scholars. The showcase 
allowed undergraduates 
to share their research 
discoveries, ideas and 
creative works with the 

campus community and 
the public. 

This year's Showcase 
of Undergraduate 
Scholars April 26 at the 
Gatton Student Center 
Grand Ballroom fea-
tured 330 presentations 
representing 66 disci-
plines and 18 colleges. 

Koerner, a student in 
the UK College of Arts & 
Sciences, gave a pres-
entation titled "Effect of 
2-Aminoethoxy-
diphenyl Borate (2-APB) 
on Heart Rate and Rela-
tion with Suppressed 
Calcium Activated 
Potassium Channels: 
Larval Drosophila 
Model." 

 

Milam completes 
doctorate at MSU 

Tanya Travis Milam 
of Marion has gradu-
ated from Murray State 
University with a doc-
torate of education in 
P-20 educational lead-
ership with specializa-
tion in agricultural 
education. 

Dr. Milam is the 
daughter of 
Newman 
and Bettie 
Travis and 
the widow 
of John 
Eldon 
Milam. Her 
children are 
Jodi Lynn 
Martin Bauer and Travis 
Justin (TJ) Martin. 

She is a member of 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor 
Society. Her master’s 
degree is in middle 
school education and 
her bachelor’s degree is 
in agricultural educa-
tion  

She was among  
1,681 degree applicants 
who comprised the 
spring/summer 2023 
graduating class of de-
gree applicants, includ-
ing doctoral, specialist, 
master’s, baccalaureate 
and associate degrees. 
A total of 37 states and 
19 countries were rep-
resented in the gradu-
ating class. 

 
 

Marion will host 
state bowfishing 
tourney June 10 

The Kentucky State 
Championship Bowfish-
ing Tournament will be 
June 10 hosted by Mar-
ion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission. 
Check in and weigh in 
will be at Crittenden 
County Fairgrounds. 
Registration is at 5 p.m. 
Fishing will be on public 
water of Kentucky from 
6 p.m., to 7 a.m. There 
will be cash drawings at 
weigh in. First place is 
guaranteed $1,000. 
Fish disposal will be 
provided by Aquatic 
Protein.  

 
 

Show & Shine 
Car Shows return 

The Show and Shine 
Car Show series will re-
turn to Marion on 
Thursday, May 25 on 
the courthouse square. 
The event is sponsored 
by Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission. 
There will be subse-
quent shows each 
fourth Thursday of the 
month on June 22, July 
27, Aug. 24 and Sept. 
28. Register for each 
show and earn a chance 
at a $500 giveaway.  

 
 
 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe 
to our YouTube Channel.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers!

10 YEARS AGO 
May 16, 2013 
n The woman who killed 89-year-old Jim 
Roberts at his home in July 2012 admitted 
to the crime at a pretrial conference in 
Crittenden County Circuit Court. Cindy L. 
Hutchison, 52, of Marion did not disclose 
any details of the murder but pleaded 
guilty and wiped away tears as Judge 
Rene Williams read aloud each of the 
charges. Hutchison, who could have faced 
the death penalty if convicted at trial, was 
sentenced to life without parole for 25 
years.  
n Renovations of and addition to Critten-
den County Elementary School were un-
derway. One area specifically targeted by 
the renovation was the front entrance and 
administrative offices. The existing front 
portico would be enclosed to include a re-
configured administrative suit. A canopy 
would also be installed at the school’s 
front entrance.  
n For nearly 25 years Ginny Tinsley had 
been a dispatcher at the Marion Police 
Department. On May 13 a retirement 
luncheon was given in her honor. Tinsley 
said she enjoyed her tenure as a dis-
patcher. She cited advancements in tech-
nology as a great help to the job. Upon her 
retirement, she planned to enjoy spending 
time with her husband, Don, their three 
children and five grandchildren. 
n Tiny Tot Daycare held its annual Trike A 
Thon to benefit St. Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal. The preschool class rode bikes to re-
ceive donations and raised $897.75. 
Some of the children who participated 
were Jordyn Hodge and Josie Taylor who 
rode alongside their preschool teachers 
Karla Hodge and Lathan Lynch. 
n The Crittenden Press visited the Final 
Four. Charles Cook and Neil Guess, two 
former Crittenden County residents, en-
joyed a night at the Final Four last month. 
The two Louisville fans got to see their 
Cardinals win a semifinal game live at the 
Georgia Dome on April 6 in Atlanta and 
took The Crittenden Press with them.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
May 21, 1998  
n Murray State University explored the 
idea of putting a small, satellite campus in 
Marion. The university signed an option to 
purchase the old school building on South 
College Street across from the Marion 
Post Office. The building was owned by 
Marion resident Tommy Wright and was 
formerly a high school and later a junior 
high. Murray State University President 
Kern Alexander first introduced the idea of 
offering college courses in Marion during a 
meeting with the Western Kentucky Indus-
trial Foundation earlier in the year.  
n Brothers Don and Roy Cothran won the 
two-man golf championship at Marion 
Country Club. The two longtime educators 
were the last to arrive and first to finish the 
tournament. The pair, which had won 

three previous titles, were a late entry and 
almost overlooked the tournament. They 
shot 15-under par to win the title. 
n Students at Tolu Elementary School 
said their final goodbyes as the school 
would close its doors for the upcoming 
school year. In the fall, all elementary stu-
dents would attend Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School.  
n Crittenden County graduates Allie Tur-
ley and Nathan Howton each decided 
where they would play college basketball. 
Turley signed a letter of intent with South-
eastern Illinois College at Harrisburg, Ill., 
while Howton inked with Bethel College at 
McKenzie, Tenn.  
n Lady Rocket sophomore Patti Johnson 
received baptism by fire, getting her first 
varsity start in an opening-round loss to 
Livingston Central in the district tourna-
ment. The Lady Rocket softball team fell 
to Livingston for the second time in five 
days by a score of 14-4. Crittenden 
County went into the contest without its 
top pitcher Christina Napper. Johnson got 
the call and pitched her first varsity game 
against a strong Lady Cardinal club.  
 

50 YEARS AGO 
May 24, 1973 
n Hick’s Dollar Store put the finishing 
touches on its new store by stocking the 
shelves of their newest location in down-
town Marion. The new store building was 
formerly occupied by Sureway on South 
Main Street but would now be the home of 
the town’s dollar store. Previously the dol-
lar store was located across from the 
courthouse but the new location gives the 
business over three times the space as 
their old store.  
n A crowd of approximately 700 people 
watched as 79 entrants in 12 classes com-
peted for silver, ribbons, cash and floral 
trophies at the 11th Annual Town and 
Country Riding Club Spring Horse Show. 
During the three shows, more than $1,600 
was awarded in silver and prize money. 
Crowned queen of the 1973 show during 
opening festivities was Mary Jo Arflack. 
Her escort for the evening was Steve 
Eskew.  
n Five residents at Best Care Nursing 
Home in Marion who had birthdays during 
May had a party to celebrate. The five res-
idents were Nellie Busby, Ila Hodge, Beula 
Paris, Herman Miller and Iris Ward.  
n Dennis Porter of Marion was named 
“Rider of the Month” by the West Kentucky 
Competition Riders Association. The 
CCHS graduate began riding in 1971. He 
was the President of the Crittenden 
County Cycle Club and a Representative 
to the WKCRA. At the time, Porter was 
employed at Salem Hardware and worked 
as a part-time salesman and repairman for 
Hodge Cycle Sales of Marion. 

 
Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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Jean Claude Duvall of Marion was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant recently on the Murray State Univer-
sity campus where he completed the ROTC program. 
Duvall also graduated from Murray State last weekend 
with a degree in agribusiness. He plans to serve as a 
National Guard reservist. Pictured during the pinning 
ceremony are his mother and father, Tammy and Larry 
Duvall. 

PRIMARY 
Continued from page 1 

percent of the votes of 
Crittenden County De-
mocrats, matching the 
rate of votes from Hick-
man to Pikeville. 

Statewide, Cameron 
earned 48 percent of the 
GOP vote for governor, 
followed by Agriculture 
Commissioner Ryan 
Quarles (22 percent) and 
businesswoman Kelly 
Craft (17 percent). Local 
Republicans nearly 
matched the same per-
centages for each candi-
date with the same 1-2-3 
order. A crowded field of 
nine other Republican 
candidates shared the re-
maining 13 percent 
statewide and 9.5 per-
cent locally. 

In other races, local 
and state voters liked in-
cumbent Secretary of 
State Michael Adams by 
a wide margin over two 

Republican challengers, 
as they did current 
Treasurer Allison Ball for 
the GOP nomination for 
Auditor of Public Ac-
counts over one oppo-
nent. Mark Metcalf 
received just over half of 
the local and statewide 
votes over two other con-
testants for treasurer. 

 The only place Critten-
den County conserva-
tives differed from state 
results was with Com-
missioner of Agriculture, 
favoring Mayfield’s 
Richard Heath nearly 2-
to-1 over Jonathan Shell, 
who beat Heath by 12 
points statewide. 

Democrats in Critten-
den County agreed with 
statewide support for 
their party’s nominee for 
Agriculture Commis-
sioner, Sierra J. Enlow, 
who handily defeated her 
only opponent. 

Just over 200 Democ-
rats voted in the county.
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Every new technolo-
gy has great potential for 
good or ill. Every blessing 
can be abused to the point 
of becoming a curse. Every 
form of government is de-
pendent upon its citizens. 
Any reputable workplace 
can be a joy or a misery 
depending upon manage-
ment. It is always about 
the heart. 

Bad situations change 
over time when people 
with good hearts and skills 
are left to lead. Good situ-
ations are made awful and 
damaging when self-seek-
ing people use others to 
serve their ends. Any sys-
tem, organization, or team 
rises or falls on the char-
acter and accountability 
of those who make up the 
group.

Technology has always 
brought out the fear in 
us. Rightly so, because 
there are always people, 
businesses, and nations 
who will use that technol-
ogy in ways that do great 
harm and not bother their 
conscience at all. It is also 
easy to blame those who 
do so while we forget that 
they would not be as like-
ly to do great harm if they 
were not in some way re-
warded for it.

The barriers to publish-
ing written material and 
producing video content 
have been dropping ever 
since Gutenberg’s Printing 
Press in the middle of the 
15th century and moving 
pictures just before the 

turn of the 20th. So much 
so that today they are 
nearly non-existent. We 
have become in-
separable from 
our electron-
ic devices still 
called “phones” 
by many for 
some reason.

There are so 
many ways for 
well-known per-
sons to get their 
messages out 
now that there 
is practically 
no vetting or 
accountability. 
The newsroom 
was at one time 
a place of integ-
rity that prided 
itself on accu-
racy among rep-
utable publishers. This is 
still the case, thankfully, 
for local newspapers and 
TV news stations. The 
reason for that is because 
getting it wrong will get a 
response. There is local 
accountability.

However, since the ad-
vent of social media and 
the editorializing of nation-
al news outlets, accuracy 
has often been set aside 
for “likes” and ratings. 
For the past decade or so 
we have become more “si-
loed” in our thinking. We 
tend to only listen to those 
with whom we agree. We 
mistake indoctrination for 
thinking. 

The failure of integri-
ty at Fox News lately has 

brought to light that it 
is ratings that are much 
more important than 

truth. This is 
not new. Tab-
loid journal-
ism is as old 
as journalism. 
What has de-
veloped lately 
is the ability of 
anyone to pub-
lish anything 
and gather 
enough atten-
tion to live. It is 
no longer about 
truthful or 
healthy content 
for many. It is 
about money 
and attention. 

The most 
dangerous as-
pect of the low 

bar of accountability today 
is that the worst offenders 
go out on their own totally 
untethered from any orga-
nization. Some account-
ability is surely better than 
none. The only account-
ability is to their audience 
who follow them religious-
ly – giving them more hon-
or than to God.

Technology today makes 
it possible for people to do 
more good things than we 
could ever imagine just a 
few decades ago. Giving, 
organizing, getting mes-
sages out, travel, and ef昀-
ciencies have changed the 
world for the better. There 
are hundreds of good, in-
formative, and helpful 
podcasts. The technology 

is never the problem, it’s 
always us. 

We need wisdom to 
know who and who not to 
give our attention. We need 
wisdom to teach our chil-
dren that “in昀uencer” is 
not something to aspire to 
do. Rather it is what may 
happen if they get excep-
tionally good at something 
worthwhile. We need wis-
dom to change the things 
that we put on the news 
and what we talk about. 
Newscasts have become 
anxiety sinks for our soci-
ety, which has the effect of 
making us all nervous all 
the time. Newscasts and 
editors should not play 
on our fears and anxieties 
but inform us in ways that 
allow us to think and solve 
problems.

In the book of Judges 
in the Bible we read, “In 
those days, there was no 
king in Israel. Everyone 
did what was right in their 
own eyes.” It was not free-
dom. It was violent chaos. 
Whether one is a believer 
or not, I believe that it is 
still possible for all of us 
to seek common good. We 
cannot do it if everyone 
does what is right in their 
own eyes. We can do it if 
we are willing to sacri昀ce 
just a little for the good of 
our neighbors.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

We need wisdom, accountability

Faith ensures that all your needs are met
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Sugar Grove Cemetery Association will meet after morn-
ing worship on Sunday, May 21.
n Sugar Grove Cemetery is accepting donations for upkeep. 
Mail checks to Jayne Ann Head, 10880 KY 120, Providence, 
KY 42450.
n Maranatha Baptist Church will have Homecoming Sunday, 
May 21. Service is at 11 a.m. featuring the Stone Family fol-
lowed by singing and a meal.
n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 

is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and re-
quest a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in Liv-
ingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at 
its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.  
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

Community Events & News

Question: My wife and 
I are retired and live on 
a low 昀xed income. High 
in昀ation is eating into out 
buying power. Groceries 
and our utilities are cost-
ing us more each month. I 
know God has promised to 
help us through everything, 
but disbelief is beginning to 
set in. Will God really meet 
our needs if we keep relying 
upon Him?

Answer: Yes, God is able 
to meet your needs if you 
trust in Him for them. The Bi-

ble has promised, “My God 
will meet all your needs ac-
cording to his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 

Ask God to give you more 
faith. The Bible teaches, 
“Faith is being sure of what 
we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see” (Heb. 
11:1). Corrie Ten Boom ex-

plains faith this way, “Faith 
is like radar that sees 
through the fog—the reality 
of things at a distance that 
the human eye cannot see.”

While trusting God for 
help, use good judgment 
in how you spend your in-
come. Shop at discount 
stores. Use coupons to buy 
more for less. Look for a 
community senior center 
that offers a hot meal daily 
at a deep discount and for 
places that distribute sur-
plus groceries that are free 

to people.
God may provide an op-

portunity for you to gain 
extra income through a 
part-time job. Also, He may 
work in mysterious ways 
through church people, 
family, acquaintances, and 
even strangers to help you 
and your wife. Be open to 
all help. God supplies the 
need of those who put Him 
in the center of their lives 
(Mt. 6:33).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Fires strike Dycusburg causing destruction

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Fires have caused a 
great deal of destruction in 
our county’s history.  Their 
greedy 昀ames have sent 
quite a lot of history up in 
smoke, destroying histori-
cal buildings and the con-
tents housed in them. The 
river port town of Dycus-
burg was one of the local 
communities hit hard by 
devastating 昀res through 
the years, and many of 
her buildings and histor-
ical documents were lost 
in these 昀res. From the 
archives of The Crittenden 
Press we can read of the 
destruction that these 昀res 
caused.

–––
Dycusburg In Ashes

Crittenden Press June 7, 
1906 

Last Thursday morn-
ing at 3:15 a.m., 
disastrous 昀re 
broke out in the 
residence of Mrs. 
Clifton, widow of 
the late J. H. Clif-
ton and mother 
of our townsmen, 
Will, Lewis and 
Tom Clifton, and 
on account of the 
early hour and 
the dry weather, 
was soon beyond 
control.

Mrs. Clifton’s 
residence and her 
store room and all 
her furniture were 
consumed, her 
loss being about 
$6,000 with only 
$1,250 insurance.

She and her two daugh-
ters Mrs. F. F. Charles, of 
Brazil, Tenn., and Miss 
Nelle, and her grandson, 
Emmet Clifton, barely es-
caped with their lives, los-
ing most of their wearing 
apparel. Mrs. Charles also 
lost all of her household 
goods, which were stored 
there preparatory to their 
removal to Tennessee.  

Other losses caused by 
the 昀re.
n Brown & Dalton’s loss 

on stock was about $1,000 
with $500 insurance.
n E. M. Dalton’s loss 

on house was $1,000 with 
$350 insurance.
n S. H. Cassidy & 

Co., tobacco factory, loss 
$3,500, no insurance.
n S. H. Cassidy, resi-

dence and contents, loss 
$4,000, with $1,300 in-
surance.
n Brasher & Campbell, 

general merchants, loss 
$4,000, insurance $2,600.
n Decker’s Livery stable, 

loss $500, no insurance.
nJ. B. Wadlington’s res-

idence, loss $1,000, no in-
surance.
n Obe Simmons resi-

dence, loss $800, no in-
surance.
n Grif昀n & Wells, ware-

house, loss $500, no in-
surance.

It is said that the citizens 
are undaunted and that a 
new and better town will 
take the place of the old.

–––
Dycusburg Community 

Items:
The Dycusburg Press 

reporter sent this report to 
the paper. Between three 
and four o’clock on Thurs-
day, morning, May 31, our 
peaceful village was awak-
ened by the cry of “昀re.”

After making a hasty 
toilet and running in the 
direction of the 昀re, they 
found it to be the large 

two-story building owned 
by Mrs. J. H. Clifton 
wrapped in 昀ames. The 
昀re is supposed to have 
started in the room in 
which Brasher & Campbell 
carried a line of groceries. 
They also had dry goods, 
and the post of昀ce kept 
by G. Y. Steele was in the 
same building

The hungry 昀ames were 
not satis昀ed with devour-
ing this so they next con-
sumed the grocery owned 
by E. M. Dalton and E. J. 
Brown.  They were then 
fanned northward by a 
gentle south breeze, burn-
ing a tobacco factory, S. H. 
Cassidy’s residence and a 
cooper shop, Bud Wadling-
ton’s residence, Obe Sim-
mons residence, a stable 
belong to J. A. Decker, 

also one va-
cant house 
and the coal 
house.  The 
coal burned for 
several days, 
thus adding to 
the horror of 
the scene.

Several oth-
er buildings 
caught 昀re but 
were saved 
by the brave 
efforts of the 
men and boys, 
many of whom 
risked their 
lies to stop the 
昀re.

This was 
decidedly the 

most disastrous 昀re that 
has ever visited Dycus-
burg, and had not brave 
efforts been put forth to 
hinder its progress, Dy-
cusburg would surely have 
been “a thing of the past.”

–––
Fire Strikes Again In 

July 1907
A little over a year later, 

the town was once again 
hit by a devastating 昀re.

July 18, 1907 – Dycus-
burg Destroyed, almost 
the entire business portion 
of the city together with 
three dwellings go up in 
昀ames.  Loss $55,000.

On Tuesday morning 
about 1 o’clock our lit-
tle neighboring city, Dy-
cusburg, was practically 
wiped off the map by 昀re.

The 昀re is supposed to 
have originated in the gen-
eral merchandise store be-
longing to Grif昀n & Wells, 
but the cause in unknown.

The loss is estimated at 
$55,000, while the insur-
ance in only $11,000.  The 
following business houses 
went up in 昀ames.

J. I. Hill, grocery; Owen 
Boaz grocery; Will Dycus, 
grocery; Will Lowery, gro-
cery; Geo. Decker, grocery; 

W. L. Bennett & Co., gener-
al merchandise; Grif昀n & 
Wells, Gen. Merchandise; 
Dr. Phillips, drug store 
and of昀ce; Gregory’s livery 
stable, Post Of昀ce, Peoples 
Bank; Rhodes hotel, Yates 
hotel and residence; J. R. 
Glass, hardware store.

Three residences were 
burned belonging respec-
tively to J. B. Bennett, Ed 
Lowery and T. J. Yates.

We have not been able 
to secure the full partic-
ulars concerning the 昀re, 
the loss and etc., but it is 
thought that S. H. Cassidy 
& Co. is the heaviest loser. 
We understand Dr. Phillips 
and the bank will rebuild 
soon.

–––
Another Devastating 

Fire In 1954
On Nov. 23, 1954, yet 

another 昀re struck the 
town of Dycusburg. The 
Marion Reporter reports 
the news. 

Nov. 24, 1954 – Fire 
Strikes Dycusburg; Five 
Buildings Destroyed.  

This makes the third 
major 昀re since 1906 
swept through Dycusburg 
early Monday morning, 
leveling 昀ve of the town’s 
buildings and threatened 
the rest of the communi-
ty. Losses were estimated 
at over $50,000. Only the 
prompt and relentless ef-

forts of a bucket brigade 
and assistance from Mar-
ion’s Fire Department 
prevented the entire town 
of Dycusburg from being 
consumed.

Answering the wail of 
the 昀re siren at about 
12:30 a.m., Monday morn-
ing, Marion’s 昀re trucks 
raced at speeds up to 70 
miles per hour over the 16 
miles of curved highway 
to Dycusburg to 昀nd the 
stricken buildings already 
blazing furiously.

Attempts to raise water 
from the nearby Cumber-
land River by the 昀re truck 
pump were fruitless.  The 
bucket brigade, although 
unable to quell the blaz-
ing structure, did prevent 
further spread of 昀ames to 
other buildings. As wind-
blown sparks ignited their 
roofs, nearby trees and 
telephone poles, they were 
quenched with water.

Serious danger threat-
ened the 昀re昀ghters and 
saddened onlookers when 
gas pumps ignited. Gas-
oline storage tanks in the 
ground, however, did not 
explode. Canned goods, 
exploding from the intense 
heat, nearly struck spec-
tators on occasions when 
they plummeted through 
the air.

Lost in the blaze were a 
general merchandise store 

operated by Fred Joyce, 
a grocery store operated 
by Margarite Bennett and 
three vacant buildings 
owned by Molly Graves, 
Don Carney and W. Long.  
It was thought that faculty 
wiring caused the blaze.

Most extensive loss was 
the Joyce building, which 
was valued, with its mer-
chandise, at $2,000. In-
terviewed amongst the 
smoldering ruins Tuesday 
morning after the blaze, 
Fred Joyce sadly com-
mented on his losses. “See 
that showcase?  I just 
bought that two months 
ago, and paid $1,680 for 
it,” he said.

Mrs. Bennett, owner 
of the grocery store, esti-
mated her losses at over 
$2,000. Carlton Howard, 
owner of the store op-
erated by Mrs. Bennett, 
phoned the Marion Fire 
Department then hurried-
ly noti昀ed local residents 
the instant the blaze was 
discovered.

The 昀re apparently start-
ed at the Howard-owned 

grocery store then spread 
rapidly to the three adjoin-
ing buildings.  The Joyce 
building was the last to be 
burned.

For a while it was feared 
that one person had been 
burned to death in the 
Bennett store. Charley 
Peek, sleeping in a room 
in the rear of the building, 
was thought to have been 
trapped, but he earlier had 
managed to 昀ee the struc-
ture.

Joyce and Howard said 
that they did not intend to 
rebuild their leveled build-
ings immediately.

–––
So much history lost in 

these 昀res.  But the ar-
chives of The Crittenden 
Press has preserved some 
of the lost history.

 (Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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An artist’s drawing done in 1895 depicts the J. H. Clifton 
home and business house in Dycusburg. The disastrous 
昀re of May 1906 started here and destroyed the building 
plus several other businesses and homes in Dycusburg.

LOOK TO US FOR YOUR
BASIC PHONE SERVICE

TDS Telecom offers the following local exchange  
telecommunications services to all customers 
throughout its serving area:

– Voice grade access to the public 
 switched network;
– Local exchange service;
– Dual tone multi-frequency signal;
– Single party service;
– Access to emergency service;
– Access to operator services;
– Access to interexchange service;
– Access to directory assistance; and
– Toll blocking without charge to qualified 
 low income customers.

Below are the monthly rates for local exchange  
service:

Residential Monthly Rate* Business Monthly Rate*

 $10.91 $16.06

Monthly discounts are available to residential 
customers meeting certain low income criteria.

For more information, contact TDS Telecom 
toll-free at 1-888-CALL-TDS.

*The above rates do not include charges for long distance, operator services, 
Directory Assistance, 911 emergency service, optional local calling plans, mandatory  
local mileage or zone charges, or other state and federal taxes/surcharges.              
208795KYSA/3-23/12460
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125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for 
one week, with a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run the same ad for 
consecutive issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads are placed on 
our Web site, www.the-press.com, at no extra 
charge.

You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.

It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., 
to fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and 
to never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.

All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.

BID FOR HVAC 
The Livingston County 

Cooperative Extension 
Office in Smithland, KY 
is accepting bids to re-
place the current HVAC 
system.  Bids will be ac-
cepted until June 3, 
2023. 

Job can be seen/as-
sessed on-sight at the 
Livingston County Co-
operative Extension Of-
fice located at 803 U.S. 
60 East, Smithland, KY 
42081 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  Job 
must be started within 
15-30 days of the time 
the bid is accepted and 
agreed upon by both 
parties.  Detailed, item-
ized bids should be de-
livered in-person or by 
mail (Livingston County 
Extension District Board, 
P.O. Box 189, Smith-
land, KY 42081) no later 
than June 3, 2023 by 
4:30 p.m. For questions, 
please call 270-928-
2168 or email Joni 
Phelps at 
jkbarr3@uky.edu.   

The College of Agri-
culture, Food and Envi-
ronment is an Equal 
Opportunity Organiza-
tion with respect to edu-
cation and employment 
and authorization to pro-
vide research, education 
information and other 
services only to individ-
uals and institutions that 
function without regard 
to economic or social 
status and will not dis-
criminate on the bases 
of race, color, ethnic 
origin, creed, religion, 
political belief, sex, sex-
ual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expres-
sion, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic infor-
mation, age, veteran 
status, or physical or 
mental disability.   In-
quiries regarding compli-
ance with Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, Title 
IX of the Educational 
Amendments, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act and other related 
matter should be di-
rected to Equal Opportu-
nity Office, College of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, University 
of Kentucky, Room S-
105, Agriculture Science 
Building, North Lexing-
ton, Kentucky 40546. 

for sale
Use Happy Jack® Kennel 
Dip as an area spray to 
control ticks, 昀eas, stable 
昀ies & mosquitoes where 
they breed. Akridge Farm 
Supply 270- 545- 3332 
(www.fleabeacon.com) 
(3t-22-p)

sales
4-family yard sale, 110 
Harmon Dr., Marion. Fri-
day, May 19 and Satur-
day, May 20, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Too much to list. (1t-20-p)
Garage sale: Books, mag-
azines, Christmas decora-
tions, headboard bench, 
area rugs, 昀le cabinet, 
household and garden 
items, etc. May 19-20, 8 
a.m.-2 plm. Rain or shine. 
302 Hillcrest Dr., Marion. 
(1t-20-p)
May 18-20 and May 26-
27: Lots of baby clothes 
newborn to 4T 25¢ each. 
Other baby and house-
hold items, everything 
priced to sell, 5925 Mott 
City Rd next to Rite Temp. 
(2t-20-p)

agriculture
Retired police of昀cer and 
veteran living in Eddyville, 
Ky., seeking hunting 
rights. Will respect your 
land and willing to share 
game. (270) 388-4992. 
(4t-20-p)

for rent
Two units for rent: 2 bed-
room, 1 bath mobile home, 
$475 plus deposit, zone 
HVAC, large yard. One 
bedroom, 1 bath ef昀cient 
apartment, all utilities in-
cluded;  stove, refrigerator 
and zone HVAC, walk-in 
ground level. (270) 704-
3234 $550 plus deposit. 
(20-tfc)

employment
The Crittenden Coun-
ty Fiscal Court has an 
opening for full-time or 
part-time employees at 
the Animal Shelter and 
Convenience Center. Pay 
is commensurate with 
ability and experience. If 
hired on a full-time basis, 
bene昀ts include county 
retirement plan, health 
insurance, paid vacations 
and holidays  and other 
optional plans. If hired as 
a part-time employee, one 
can expect 昀exible hours 
that provide supplemental 
income to an existing full-
time job or retirement rev-
enue. If you feel you meet 
the quali昀cations neces-
sary for this work, please 
apply to the Crittenden 
Co. Judge Executive’s of-
昀ce, 107 S. Main St., Ste. 
208, Marion KY 42064. 
All questions can be an-
swered by contacting the 
Judge Executive’s of昀ce 
at (270) 965-5251 or by 
email to perry.newcom@
crittendencountyky.org. 
(2t-21-c)

Anyone who contacted 
Cooper Tire to apply for 
a position, please call. 
Phone numbers have 
been lost. (270 704-0943. 
(1t-20-p)
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES 
FOR MOST POSITIONS!!  
Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer 
a competitive salary, ben-
e昀ts package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current open-
ings,  view quali昀cations, 
and apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (4t-21-c)
COMPANY PAID BEN-
EFITS FOR EMPLOY-
EES!! $16.45 PER HOUR 
AND A $2000 SIGN-ON 
BONUS FOR RESIDEN-
TIAL ADVISORS!!  Earle 
C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking resi-
dential advisors for nights 
and overnights. R. A.’s 
have employee company 
paid health, dental, and 
vision insurance plus sick, 
vacation, and 12 paid hol-
idays. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran. To view current 
openings,  view quali昀ca-
tions, and apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com (4t-21-p)
CDL DRIVERS, EQUIP-
MENT OPERATORS, 
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time. 
Local & travel positions, 
1st & 2nd shift positions 
available now!  Strong 
Solid Company with a 
Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $15 & up based 
on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & 
drug screen.  Apply at Lib-
erty Tire Recycling, 2071 
US 60 West, Marion KY 
or email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. EOE.  (15-tfc)

services
Honest, hard-working 
handyman. If you’ve got a 
job, big or small, give me a 
call. Quality work at an af-
fordable price. Call or text 
(270) 704-1888. (2t-22-c) 
ks

Janey Chandler Heidrich 
will sit with the elderly 
(270) 836-3463. (4t-20-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-24-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 

sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court Marion, Ky. do cer-
tify that the following has 
昀led notice of Final Settle-
ment:
Phyllis O’Neal of 14 
Penn Drive, Marion, Ky. 
42064, executrix of Leno-
ra M. Metheny, deceased, 
whose address was 129 

South Yandell Street, Mar-
ion, Ky. 42064.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on June 21, 
2023 at 9 a.m. All persons 
having exceptions to said 
settlements are to 昀le 
same at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-20-c)
Cooper Towing of 3425 
Mott City Rd., Marion, KY 
42064 (270) 704-0943 is 
hereby notifying Brance 
Cain of 1961 S.R. 189 S. 
Greenville, KY that a 1996 
Chevy S-10 with a Vin#1G-
CCS1448WK234846 will 
be sold June 2, 2023 to 
recover towing and stor-
age fees. Vehicle was 
picked up at Food Giant 
in Marion Feb. 24, 2023. 
(3t-22-p)
COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY CRITTEN-
DEN CIRCUIT COURT 
CIVIL ACTION 21-CI-
00061 STEVEN WAYNE 
HAIRE, PLAINTIFF vs. 
BARBARA ANN HAIRE, 
DEFENDANT. By virtue of 
a Judgment and Order of 
Sale rendered by the Crit-
tenden Circuit Court on 
the 18TH DAY OF APRIL, 
2023, I will on MAY 25TH, 
at the hour of 11:00 a.m. 
or as soon thereafter as 
possible at the Court-
house door in the City of 
Marion, Crittenden Coun-
ty, Kentucky, proceed to 
offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder the follow-
ing described real proper-
ty located in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, to-wit: 
Property Address: 5955 
US 60 East, Marion, Crit-
tenden County, Kentucky 

42064 PVA Map #: 078-
00-00-031.01. Subject to 
all restrictions, conditions, 
covenants, and to all legal 
highways and easements. 
The current year’s prop-
erty taxes will be paid by 
the purchaser of the prop-
erty. Purchaser may pay 
cash or said property will 
be sold upon payment 
of 10% deposit, with the 
balance upon credit of 30 
days, the purchaser shall 
execute a good and suf昀-
cient bond with approved 
surety thereon for the pur-
chase price, the bond to 
bear interest at the rate 
of 6% per annum from the 
date thereof, until paid, 
and to have the force and 
effect of a judgment, but a 
lien shall be retained on 
said property to further 
secure the payment of 
the purchase price. At his 
option, the purchaser may 
pay cash or pay the bond 
with accrued interest at 
any time before its matu-
rity. Said sale to be made 
free and clear of any and 
all liens, claims, rights, 
title, and interest of any 
and all parties to this ac-
tion. The purchaser will be 
prepared to promptly com-
ply with these terms or the 
said property will immedi-
ately be offered again for 

sale. GIVEN under my
hand this the 2nd day of
May, 2023. STEPHEN M.
ARNETT, Special Master
Commissioner. (3t-21-c)



STAFF REPORT 
New Marion City Ad-

ministrator Diane Ford-
Benningfield said the 
town’s budget for next 
year will be tight due to 
anticipated expenses 
with regard to its ongoing 
water crisis. However, 
she pointed out during 
Monday’s regular 
monthly city council 
meeting that Marion will 
finish the current fiscal 
year in the black despite 
unanticipated costs of 
dealing the drinking 
water situation. 

The city’s budget for 
the coming fiscal year be-
ginning July 1 shows an-
ticipated revenue and 
expenses of $8.3 million, 
including about 
$740,000 for administra-
tion. The largest expense 
will be $5.3 million for 
completion of the new 
sewer plant. That project 
is delayed due to material 

acquisition issues. Work 
will stop on the project in 
Industrial Park North 
this summer and will not 
resume until electrical 
materials can be pre-
cured, perhaps in the 
fall. Marion will finance 
much of the cost to pay 
for the new wastewater 
plant. Marion’s budget is 
about $450,000 higher 
than last year.  

Much remains un-
known about actual ex-
penses that will be 
incurred to solve the 
water problem. The 
budget was given first 
reading on Monday. It 
will require final approval 
later. 

In addition to putting 

aside money to deal with 
anticipated costs for re-
pairing the Lake George 
levee, the city will also al-
locate funding for certain 
training and certifica-
tions, including the 
maintenance depart-
ment. 

Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing said anticipated rent 
for city hall by the Ad-
ministrative Office of the 
Courts will generate al-
most $5,000 a month. 
The courts are going to 
occupy city hall’s cham-
bers for legal proceedings 
while the new courthouse 
is being built.  

Also in the budget for 
next year is a 6.5-percent 

pay increase for non-
elected city employees. 
Eemployee health insur-
ance is going up 27 per-
cent. 

In other business, dur-
ing this week’s council 
meeting, Eddie Lee Belt 
was chosen to serve on 
the Marion Code Enforce-
ment Board for a three-
year term. 

Also, the mayor said 
plans to move into Phase 
1 of the city’s creek 
clean-up project will 
begin on Tuesday with 
the first location between 
Curve Inn on Sturgis 
Road and the Crittenden 
County Food Bank on 
North Walker Street. 
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

Turkey study 
to examine 
populations 
 
KENTUCKY TODAY 

Many states across the 
country are experiencing 
a decline in wild turkey 
populations, so the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Fed-
eration (NWTF) and state 
agencies are looking to 
better understand what 
is happening to Amer-
ica’s favorite game bird. 

This includes Ken-
tucky and Tennessee, 
where the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources, Ten-
nessee Wildlife Re-
sources Agency, 
Tennessee Tech Univer-
sity and the NWTF are 
engaged in a collabora-
tive, multi-state research 
project. 

A collaborative band-
ing project is in the sec-
ond year of its four-year 
duration, gathering data 
that will lead to a better 
understanding of the bi-
ological (i.e., mating phe-
nology or timing), 
landscape (i.e., habitat 
quality) and regulatory 
factors (i.e., season tim-
ing, bag limits) that in-
fluence male harvest and 
survival rates across the 
two states. 

Harvest rates can in-
fluence populations in 
two ways: the direct re-
moval of juvenile and 
adult gobblers, and the 
removal of dominant 
males from the popula-
tion. 

“In the first case, har-
vesting too many adult 
males can shift the pop-
ulation balance to 
younger males, which 
makes the gobbler popu-
lation highly dependent 
on annual recruitment 
and could negatively im-

pact populations, not to 
mention hunting satis-
faction, if too few adult 
males remain,” said 
Roger Shields, Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources 
Agency Wild turkey pro-
gram coordinator.  “The 
latter may affect the re-
productive rates of fe-
males and lead to a 
population decline.” 

Unlike other upland 
game birds in North 
America, wild turkeys 
are hunted and har-
vested during their 
breeding season, making 
spring turkey season's 
timing, duration and bag 
limits critical for popula-
tion management. 

With dozens of study 
sites across both states, 
on both public and pri-
vate land, the areas en-
compass varying 
landscapes in Kentucky 
and Tennessee.  The data 
between the two agencies 
is being combined to 
paint a comprehensive 
picture of wild turkey 
harvest and survival in-
formation. 

“Our goal is to capture 
more than 300 male wild 
turkeys annually within 
each state, broadly dis-
tributed on public and 
private properties,” said 
Zak Danks, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources wild 
turkey program coordi-
nator.  “Four years of 
trapping is necessary be-
cause our analyses re-
quire at least three years 
of capture-recapture-re-
covery data.” 

The following letter was originally 
written by Victor Hill, a pastor at New 
Harmony Baptist Church in Eddyville. 
Randy Manley of Marion presented 
the letter for publication in The Crit-
tenden Press and with Hill’s permis-
sion it’s printed below. Hill had written 
it after an experience with a U.S. mili-
tary veteran. 

 
I recently heard a veteran re-

spond when thanked for his serv-
ice, “Oh, it was really no big 
deal.” I have heard it expressed 
by others along with “Well, I only 
served one term,” or “I never ac-
tually fought in any war,” or “I 
never even served on foreign soil, 
I was always stationed stateside.” 

But I would like to say, “It Is a 
Big Deal!” 

You wore our country’s uni-
form. You stood at the ready to 
defend our flag. You answered the 
call of our nation to stand on call, 
ready in a moment’s notice to be 
willing, if necessary, to lay your 
life on the line for freedom. 

Because… 
That is what the American sol-

dier’s uniform represents. The de-
fense of freedom! Soldiers of other 
nations have through the course 
of history fought for lands, power, 
ego and many other less noble 
causes, but the American soldier 
has always fought for freedom. 

We live in a nation “dreamed 

of,” “established in,” and “birthed 
by” freedom. Under the ideology 
that every man has the God-given 
right to be free! 

I was born in 1966. I drew my 
first breath in a free land. I took 
my first steps upon free soil while 
men wearing that uniform fought 
far from their homes, as many 
men had also done before them, 
so that I could grow up in this 
land of freedom. I made my own 
choices, right or wrong, because I 
was afforded that right by men 
and women who served wearing 
that uniform. 

I raised my son, and he is rais-
ing my granddaughters in that 
same freedom, and every genera-
tion that follows will do the same 
as long as brave and honorable 
men and women continue to wear 
the uniform of the nation, dedi-
cated to that freedom. 

That uniform is a long-standing 
and ever-enduring message to 
any foe who would seek to de-
stroy the foundation of freedom 
built by this great nation. 

The uniform represents a wall 
of strength, built brick by brick 
by those individuals who wear it. 
A wall no enemy can push over. 

The uniform of the American 
soldier is seared into the con-
science of every would-be tyrant 
who would fashion thoughts of 
evil toward those who live behind 

its protective walls. The American 
soldier’s uniform invades the 
thoughts of any dictator who 
might seek to tear up the fabric of 
the blanket of freedom under 
which we rest. That uniform is a 
reminder to any who should need 
such reminding that you will not 
find this nation unwilling to de-
fend this freedom. For they will 
stand, always ready, to meet the 
enemy at every charge. To repel 
the enemy at every gate. To con-
tinually guard the threshold so 
that those who live in this great 
nation may find rest behind its 
Great Wall of security, repre-
sented by those who wear that 
uniform. 

So for the veteran who thinks 
his or her service was “no big 
deal,” as a husband, as a father, 
as a minister, as a pastor who 
treasures the freedom to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, please 
let me say… 

I know that the willingness of 
you and men and women like you 
to wear that uniform and defend 
the ideals of the nation that in-
spired the American flag is what 
has given me the privilege today 
to preach the Lord and Savior 
who inspired this Christian flag. 

And it is a big deal. It is a very 
big deal. 

CRITT 
Continued from page 1 

tenden was involved in a 
duel on the floor of the 
House of Representatives 
in which a man was 
killed. Actually he was a 
second (which I assume 
to be an assistant), and it 
is said that Crittenden 
later regretted his ac-
tions. 

This duel took place 
just a few years before 
Crittenden County was 
formed and while Crit-
tenden was a prominent 
figure in U.S. politics. 

In 1841, when Critten-
den County was being 
formed, John J. Critten-

den resigned from poli-
tics and returned to 
Woodford County where 
he was gifted his boy-
hood home. His removal 
from public office didn’t 
last long. He was later 
suggested as a presiden-
tial candidate, but in-
stead was elected 
Kentucky governor in 
1848. 

Crittenden was a slave 
owner. Interestingly, one 
of his sons became a 
general in the Confeder-
ate Army, another was a 
general in the Union 
Army. 

Crittenden’s biography 
is interesting and exten-
sive. He was married 

three times, and died in 
Louisville after complain-
ing of shortness of 
breath and hiding out in 
the Galt House during 
the Civil War. He is 
buried in the State 
Cemetery overlooking 
Frankfort. 

Thanks to Wikipedia 
(not everyone’s most 
trusted source, but 
which I find quite use-
ful), we can go back and 
read some of the history 
the late Harold Grace 
taught thousands of us 
while we were writing 
notes to our boyfriends 
in high school.  

 

OFFICER 
Continued from page 1 
engineering. He previ-
ously was employed as 
the city’s code enforce-
ment officer before be-
coming a policeman in 
2007. 

Browning said Foster’s 
education, background 
and police experience 
make him a good fit for 
code enforcement. 

Browning, who was 
elected just six months 
ago, said a focal point on 
the new administration 
is cleaning up blighted 

and unsightly areas of 
the community. The 
move to put Foster in 
charge of those efforts is 
the first step of a cam-
paign commitment, 
Browning said she made 
during the election last 
fall. 

 

WATER 
Continued from page 1 

whether it can secure 
funding and create mo-
mentum to increase ca-
pacity at its plant on the 
Cumberland River in Liv-
ingston County at Pinck-
neyville south of Salem. 
The two-county district 
already provides whole-
sale drinking water to 
Marion and other com-
munities such as Grand 
Rivers, Smithland, Salem 
and Ledbetter – in addi-
tion to its own residential 
and commercial cus-
tomers. Data show that 
CLWD is operating so 
close to capacity that ex-
pansion is necessary for 
continued reliability and 
any further growth in the 
communities it serves.  

On Friday, there will be 
a meeting in Frankfort 
between local represen-
tatives and leaders with 
the Kentucky Public 
Service Commission to 
further review some of 
the initial plans for solv-
ing long-term water 
needs for residents and 
businesses in Livingston 
and Crittenden County. 
Marion’s water consult-
ant Tim Thomas and 
CLWD’s longtime engi-
neer Robert Stegall of 

Nashville will be among 
those attending the gath-
ering. 

Thomas, who was at 
the capital just a few 
days ago for consulta-
tions with Kentucky 
Emergency Management 
and Department of Local 
Government officials, 
said the primary focus of 
current efforts is to en-
sure Marion survives the 
summer without a dis-
ruption in availability of 
normal amounts of 
drinking water. That 
same task, he added, will 
be replayed summer after 
summer until a long-
term solution comes to 
fruition. So long as Mar-
ion gets normal rainfall, 
keeps its distribution 
system leaks to a mini-
mum and continues to 
receive supplemental 
water from CLWD, the 
risk of serious jeopardy is 
mitigated. Mayor D’Anna 
Browning recently lifted 
some of the stricter water 
conservation orders, but 
has pointed out those 
could be reinstated at a 
moment’s notice if condi-
tions deteriorate. 

Thomas said the short-
term mission is shoring 
up Lake George so it 
doesn’t leak and can 
store what rainwater it 

collects. To help that 
happen, it is likely that a 
coffer dam will be built 
around the damaged 
pipe at Lake George. A 
coffer dam is basically a 
watertight fence made of 
sheet piling, which would 
cordon off the leaking 
area and allow for repair 
or replacement of the 
pipe. A solution could be 
as simple as filling the 
broken pipe with grout.  

If you recall, the levee 
was found to be weeping 
badly around that pipe 
last April, prompting 
local officials to take ac-
tion by cutting a breech 
in the earthen dam to re-
lieve pressure on it in 
order to prevent complete 
failure.  

That pipe allows water 
from Lake George to flow 
into Old City Lake from 
where Marion draws raw 
water that can be treated 
and distributed to cus-
tomers. The old lake does 
not provide enough vol-
ume in a year’s time to 
meet local demand for 
drinking water so it’s im-
perative to shore up Lake 
George so it can continue 
as a secondary source of 
raw water.

Letter to the EditorCRITTENDEN  
Harvest Figures 
Year           Harvest 
2000              351 
2001              394 
2002              544 
2003              424 
2004              505 
2005              517 
2006              511 
2007              412 
2008              503 
2009              487 
2010              513 
2011              519 
2012              566 
2013              525 
2014              396 
2015              390 
2016              375 
2017              374 
2018              288 
2019              344 
2020              341 
2021              397 
2022              307 
2023              413 

LIVINGSTON  
Harvest Figures 
Year           Harvest 
2000              197 
2001              221 
2002              348 
2003              328 
2004              332 
2005              357 
2006              410 
2007              325 
2008              390 
2009              341 
2010              401 
2011              329 
2012              384 
2013              367 
2014              313 
2015              266 
2016              305 
2017              296 
2018              226 
2019              239 
2020              233 
2021              261 
2022              267 
2023              341
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City council proposes FY24 budget 

STAFF REPORT 
While in Livingston County 

Monday to dedicate the new 
Smithland bridge, Gov. Andy 
Beshear announced the commit-
ment of $275,899 in funding to 
the Crittenden-Livingston 
County Water District for two 
projects. These projects will re-
place old water filters and sup-
port waterline extensions.  

The governor also awarded 
$150,000 to the City of Salem for 
water main replacements, as well 
as $114,000 to the City of Smith-
land for the Smithland Lagoon 

Rehabilitation Project. 
Funded by ARPA and adminis-

tered by the Kentucky Infrastruc-
ture Authority, $500 million has 
been appropriated through a bi-
partisan agreement with the 
General Assembly to provide 
clean drinking water and waste-
water grants to fund projects 
across Kentucky since 2021. The 
2022 funding will be allocated 
based on each county’s propor-
tion of the state’s population. 

 As the projects progress, the 
utilities will be reimbursed with 
Cleaner Water Program funds.

Bridge named for Smith 
 
The new bridge at Smithland cross-

ing the Cumberland River was opened 
and dedicated on Monday during a cer-
emony presided over by Gov. Andy 
Beshear and other state transportation 
leaders. 

Named in honor of the late Jim R. 
Smith, a Livingston County native, the 
new bridge replaces the Lucy Jefferson 
Lewis bridge built in 1931. It will be torn 
down in August. 

Smith was founder of Jim Smith Con-
struction, which was the lead contractor 
in building the new bridge. His son, 
Rex, a former Kentucky statesman, 
now runs the company. 

Beshear commits water money



SPRING SPORTS 

CCHS upcoming events 

SATURDAY 
Track at Class A 1st Region, Mayfield 
Softball at 2nd Region Tournament 
 

District Tournaments 

Fifth District Softball 
Monday’s Semifinals 
Crittenden 7, Livingston 1 
Lyon County 3, Trigg County 2 
Tuesday’s Championship 
Crittenden 10, Lyon 1  
Fifth District Baseball 
Monday’s Semifinals 
Lyon County 11, Livingston Central 1 
Trigg County 6, Crittenden Co. 3 
Tuesday’s Championship 
Lyon 7, Trigg 1 
 

Girls at 2nd Region 

  Crittenden County will play in the 
2nd Region softball tournament at 
Hopkins Central on Saturday. The 
tournament draw will be held later this 
week.   

3 on All District Softball 
   Three Crittenden County freshmen 
have been named to the All Fifth Dis-
trict Fast-Pitch Softball Team. They are 
Anna Boone, Elliot Evans and Elle Mc-
Daniel. Victoria Joiner of Livingston 
Central was Player of the Year in the 
Fifth District and the following other 
players were named to the all district 
squad: Maddie Norton, Livingston; 
Veyda Grinols, Trigg; Emersyn Ram-
age, Livingston; Courtney Collins, 
Lyon; Hadley Hargrove, Livingston; 
Rylee Hendricks, Trigg. 
 

3 earn All District Baseball 
  Juniors Tyler Belt and Jeremiah Fos-
ter and freshman Quinn Summers 
were chosen to the All Fifth District 
Team. Eli Baker of Lyon was Player of 
the Year in the Fifth District and the fol-
lowing other players were named to the 
all district squad: Luke Vinson, Liv-
ingston; Brady Belt, Lyon; Aiden Butts, 
Trigg; Aaron Despain, Trigg; Austin 
Spears, Lyon; Matthew Leeper, Trigg; 
and Peyton Williams, Lyon.  
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the key hunting 
opportunities currently in season or 
coming up:  
Spring Squirrel        May 20 - June 16 
Bullfrog                     May 19 - Oct. 31 
Coyote                             Year Round 
Ground Hog                     Year Round 
 
SOFTBALL/ | BASEBALL 

Babe Ruth registration 
   Any boys ages 13-15 interested in 
playing Babe Ruth baseball this sum-
mer should contact Devin Belt at (270-
704-3034) or Adam Dayberry at (270) 
836-3971. Cost is $60 per player. 
 
Fredonia registration  
   On every Saturday in May, Fredonia 
will continue registering youngsters for 
its summer baseball and slow-pitch 
recreational leagues. Registration will 
be from 9 a.m., to 11 a.m., each Satur-
day this month at Buddy Rogers Park. 
No signups will be accepted beyond 
May 27. There will be divisions for T-
Ball ages 4-6, Minor League Baseball 
ages 7-9, Major League Baseball ages 
10-13 and slow-pitch softball ages 14-
18. All leagues are co-ed and baseball 
is coach pitch. Cost is $40 and there is 
a discount for multiple children in a 
family. Cost includes a T-shirt and cap. 
Practice begins in early June and 
games begin June 12 and end at the 
Fredonia Festival weekend Aug. 12. 
Coaches and umpires are needed. 
 
 
COACHING 

Embrey is leaving 
   Jeff Embrey, a veteran coach of the 
Fifth District, has turned in his resigna-
tion after coaching two sports over 
three years at Crittenden County. Em-
brey had previously been head basket-
ball coach at Lyon and Trigg cournties 
before coming to Crittenden as an as-
sistant basketball and baseball coach. 
He plans to return to his native area in 
southern Indiana. 
 

Denny Crum dies 
   Denny Crum, the Hall of Fame coach 
who led the Louisville Cardinals bas-
ketball team to six Final Fours and two 
NCAA championships, died on May 9, 
2023. He was 86. 

SOFTBALL 

Lady Rockets are champs 
The Lady Rockets beat 

Lyon County 10-1 Tuesday to 
claim Crittenden County’s 
first Fifth District champi-
onship in five years. 

CCHS scored five runs in 
the first inning to take com-
mand of the game and lefty 
pitcher Anna Boone threw a 
three-hitter to keep Lyon at 
bay for seven innings. 

Elliot Evans, Anna Boone, 
Hannah Jent and Jaycee 
Champion had two hits 
apiece. Elle McDaniel drove 
in three runs and Jent and 
Champion knocked in two 
each.  

Boone sruck out four and 
walked one. Lyon’s only run 
was unearned, but Critten-
den played nearly flawlessly 
in the field. 

Crittenden will play Satur-
day in the regional tourna-
ment at Hopkins Central. The 
tournament draw was sched-
uled for Wednesday after-
noon. 
Crittenden upsets Livingston 

Ellie McDaniel and Andrea 
Federico hit back-to-back 
home runs in the first inning 
and Crittenden went on to 
upset top-seed Livingston 
Central Monday in the Fifth 
District Tournament opener 
at Marion. 

Anna Boone and Jaycee 
Champion had two hits 
apiece for the Lady Rockets. 
McDaniel scored three times 
and Boone and Federico 
twice. 

Boone and Elliot Evans 
pitched, combining for a one-
hitter against Livingston (17-
8), winner of the 
regular-season district 
crown. 
Lady Rockets beat Union Co. 

The Lady Rockets closed 
out the regular season with a 
dramatic walk-off in the last 
of the seventh Thursday at 
Marion. Crittenden beat 
Union County 7-6, knocking 
off the Bravettes for the first 
time in four years. 

CCHS led 2-0 until the 
fourth inning when Union 
took command by one. The 
Lady Rockets tied the game 
at 3-3 on Jaycee Champion’s 
RBI single to score Anna 
Boone in the sixth. However, 
Union erupted for three runs 
on two hits and an error in 
the top of the seventh to re-
take the lead 6-3. 

In their final at bat, CCHS 
got singles by Andrea Fed-
erico and Aubre Conyer to set 
the table. With one out, Tay-
lor Guess drew a free pass 

after being hit by pitch to 
load the bases. Elliot Evans 
followed with a two-RBI dou-
ble and Anna Boone hit a 
sacrifice fly to score the tying 
run. Evans scored the game 
winner on the same play after 
the ball got away from the 
Union defense on the infield.  

Evans started the game in 
the circle, going three in-
nings. Boone closed it out 
and earned the win as the 
Lady Rockets finished with a 
regular-season record of 11-
15. 

  

BASEBALL 

Rockets fall to Trigg in 5th  
For the second straight 

season, Trigg County 
knocked Crittenden County 
out of the Fifth District Tour-
nament in the first round. 
The Wildcats beat CCHS 6-3 
Monday in Marion. 

Trigg scored four in the 
fourth to take a 5-0 lead, but 
the Rockets got three in the 
fifth to close the gap. 

Crittenden managed just 
three hits against the Trigg 
hurler. Tyler Belt, Chase 
Conyer and Seth Guess each 
singled. 

Three fielding errors de-
fined the game for CCHS as 
Jeremiah Foster allowed just 
two earned runs, striking out 
five and walking none in a 
complete game. 

The Rocket season ended 
with a 10-13 record. 

 
Rockets close out vs Union 

Crittenden closed out its 
regular season on Friday with 
a 6-4 loss to Union County at 
Marion. 

Union scored five runs on 
five walks, a hit batsman, 
sacrifice fly and a single in 
the fourth frame. 

The Rockets closed the gap 
in the fifth with two runs on 
singles by Seth Guess, Jax-
ton Duncan, Tyler Belt and 
Evan Belt. 

The Braves tacked on an-
other run in the sixth then 
CCHS got two more in the 
bottom of the seventh on 
some walks, an error and a 
single by Chase Conyer. 

Other hitters in the game 
for CCHS were Jeremiah Fos-
ter, Casey Cates and Case 
Gobin. 

The Rockets used four 
pitchers. Asa McCord went 
the first three innings with-
out allowing a run. Gobin 
and Guess followed, allowing 
six runs and Foster closed it 
out with a scoreless 1.1 in-
nings. 

 

TRACK|FIELD 

Results from Marion Quad Meet 
Here are Crittenden County 

results from last Thursday’s 
quad meet at Marion-Critten-
den County Park. 

GIRLS 
Team Totals: Crittenden 

71, Trigg 71, Lyon 17, Daw-
son Springs 16, Livingston 
Central 4. 

Kylie Bloodworth was 5th 
in the 100 meters at 15.74; 
and Kodi Stoner was 7th, 
Payton Hall 8th and Callie 
Rich 10th. 

Payton Hall was 8th in the 
200 meters at 33.18. 

Presley Potter was 4th in 
the 400 meters at 1:14.66; 
and Karsyn Potter was 6th 
and Payton Maness 7th. 

Ella Geary was 1st in the 
800 meters at 2:44; and Mary 
Martinez was 3rd, Aubrey 
Grau 6th and Presley Potter 
8th.  

Mary Martinez was 2nd in 
the 1600 meters at 6:07; and 
Ella Geary 3rd and Aubrey 
Grau 4th. 

Susana Suggs was 3rd in 
100 hurdles. 

Crittenden was 2nd in 
4x100 relay (Kylie Blood-
worth, Payton Hall, Callie 
Rich and Kodi Stoner) at 
1:05.99. 

Crittenden was 3rd in 
4x200 relay (Bloodworth, 
Rich, Stoner and Layken 
Gilchrist) at 2:24.08. 

Crittenden was 1st in the 
4x400 relay (Maness, P. Pot-
ter, Martinez, K.Potter) at 
5:07.58. 

Crittenden was 1st in 
4x800 relay (Martinez, Grau, 
P.Potter, Geary) at 11:34.43. 

Payton Maness was 1st in 
high jump at 4-10; and Pay-
ton Hall was 3rd. 

Karsyn Potter was 1st in 
the shot put at 26-08; and 
Leauna West was 2nd, Emily 
Mattingly 5th, MaciBelle 
Hardesty was 8th and 
Layken Gilchrist was 9th. 

Karsyn Potter was 1st in 
discus at 80-0; and Leauna 
West was 4th, Emily Mat-
tingly 5th, MaciBelle Hard-
esty 6th and Aubrey Grau 
8th. 

BOYS 
Team Totals: Trigg 68.5, 

Dawson Springs 41.5, Crit-
tenden 41, Livingston Central 
26, Lyon County 8. 

Rowen Perkins was 7th at 
12.50; 

Rowen Perkins was 3rd in 
200 meters at 25.91; and 
Matthew Valentine was 9th. 

Kaleb Nesbitt was 2nd in 
400 meters at 57.98; and 
Preston Morgeson was 3rd, 
Rowen Perkins 6th and 
Matthew Valentine 8th. 

Preston Morgeson was 3rd 
in 800 meters at 2:26; and 
Kaleb Nesbitt was 10th. 

River Rogers was 6th in 
1600 meters at 5:59; and 
Colt Belt 8th. 

Ethan Long was 2nd in the 
110 hurdles at 21.25. 

Crittenden was 3rd in 
4x100 relay (Nate Faith, 
Sammy Impastato, Seth 
Henry, Ethan Long) in 57.47. 

Crittenden was 3rd in the 
4x200 relay (Faith, Impas-
tato, Long, Valentine) at 
1:52.80. 

Crittenden was 2nd in 
4x400 relay (Perkins, Nesbitt, 
Morgeson, Long) at 4:10.50. 

Crittenden was 3rd in the 
4x800 (Nesbitt, Morgeson, 
Rogers, Belt) at 10:02. 

Nate Faith was 1st in the 
high jump at 5-10. 

Sammy Impastato was 4th 
in the shot put at 33-05; and 
Glenn Starkey was 9th and 
Devon Carr 10th. 

Sammy Impastato was 1st 
in the discus at 107-01; and 
Devon Carr was 7th and 
Glenn Starkey 10th. 
Faith first at Caldwell meet 

Here are CCHS top 10 re-
sults from Saturday’s Final 
Flight meeting at Caldwell 
County.  

For the Lady Rockets, Kylie 
Bloodworth was 6th in the 
200 meters, Callie Rich 7th 
in the 200, Ella Geary 5th in 
800, Aubrey Grau 4th in 
1600, Mary Martinez 3rd in 
3200 and Grau 4th in 3200. 
In field events, Payton 
Maness was 3rd in high 
jump, Ella Geary 3rd in long 
jump, Leauna West 7th in 
discus, Emily Mattingly 10th 
in discus and Karsyn Potter 
9th in shot. 

For the Rockets, Kaleb Nes-
bitt was 8th in 400 meters 
and 5th in 800, Preston 
Morgeson 9th in the 400 and 
2nd in the 800, River Rogers 
was 4th in the 3200, Nate 
Faith won the high jump at 
6-0, Rowen Perkins was 4th 
in both the long and triple 
jumps and Sammy Impastato 
was 7th in discus. 
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TOP5 Batting Average 

Rocket Baseball 
Player                                    Avg. 
Quinn Summers               .375 
Tyler Belt                          .328 
Chase Conyer                   .311 
Case Gobin                      .302 
Jeremiah Foster               .283 

Through District Tourn., Min. 25 ABs

TOP5 Batting Average 

Lady Rocket Softball 
Player                                    Avg. 
Anna Boone                     .487 
Elle McDaniel                   .419 
Elliot Evans                      .402 
Hannah Jent                     .324 
Jaycee Champion            .276 

Through District Tourn., Min. 25 ABs

Frshman Quinn Summers led 
the Rocket baseball team in 
hitting this year.

Senior Nate Faith won the 
high jump last week in a meet 
at Marion.

The Lady Rockets allowed just 4 hits and 2 runs in the district tour-
nament and won their first championship in five years on Tuesday.

Crittenden County junior Jeremiah Foster leads off second in the 
Rockets’ final regular-season game against Union County.
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MARION POLICE activity report 
 Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
April 2023 to the same month in 2022. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals, 
year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                       APRIL            APRIL         MARCH              2023      2022 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2023         2022            2023           YR TO DATE      AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service                                                                     

4,192 
7 
7 
4 

15 
8 
0 
2 

20 
23 
0 
0 
8 

46 
182

2,189 
10 
4 
3 
9 
6 
0 
2 

14 
21 
6 
0 
4 

63 
209

1,473 
10 
5 
3 

10 
11 
2 
4 
9 

26 
3 
0 
6 

86 
222

3,320.3 
12.2 
6.2 
5.2 
8.3 

10.1 
0.5 
2.6 

16.8 
27.7 
2.6 
0.1 
5.6 

39.8 
176.6

9,240 
47 
20 
23 
31 
37 
3 

13 
57 

108 
18 
0 

21 
238 
778

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Ray O’Neal 
Asst. Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

STAFF REPORT 
Six local individuals 

are facing new grand jury 
indictments. 

The Crittenden County 
Grand Jury returned six 
true bills last week in 
cases ranging from drugs 
to fleeing from police. 

A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or inno-
cense. It merely deter-
mines whether enough 
evidence exists to con-
tinue prosecuting a 
felony case in circuit 
court. 

Here are the indict-
ments handed down last 
Thursday. 

•Danielle C. Davis, 33, 
of Marion was indicted on 
felony charges of first-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment involving a police 
officer and first-degree 
fleeing or evading police 
in a motor vehicle, plus 
other misdemeanor 
charges stemming from a 
Feb. 15 incident where 
she is alleged to have 
nearly run a police 
cruiser off the road.  

Davis faces misde-
meanor charges for flee-
ing or evading police on 
foot and driving on a re-
voked license, and traffic 
violations for speeding 
and reckless driving.  

According to the cita-
tion, Assistant Police 
Chief Bobby West was on 
Weldon Road traveling 
east when he met a Ford 
pickup with Davis behind 
the wheel. The police re-
port said West had to 
take evasive action in 
order to avoid a head-on 
collision with the speed-
ing truck. He pursued 
the vehicle and it turned 
into a driveway near the 
operator’s residence. The 
report said Davis then 
left the truck and fled on 
foot. Records indicated 
that she had three out-
standing warrants at the 
time she eluded the pa-
trolman. Davis was later 
located and charged. 

•Christopher Freeman, 
53, of Marion was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of second-offense, first-
degree possession of a 
controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) ; 
misdemeanor charges of 
second-degree fleeing or 
evading police in a vehi-
cle and possession of 
drug paraphernalia; and 
traffic violation for not 
wearing a seat belt, im-
proper turning and oper-
ating on an expired 
driver’s license.  

Freeman was arrested 
after Sheriff Evan Head 
observed him operating a 
vehicle on US 641 and at-
tempted to make a traffic 
stop, knowing that there 
were active warrants for 
Freeman’s arrest. The ci-
tation says Freeman sped 
up to more than 80 mph, 
leaving the federal high-
way and turning onto 
Campbell Lane before he 
was eventually stopped 
by the sheriff. In the ve-
hicle, the sheriff’s report 
alleges were drugs and 
paraphernalia.  

Another active case 
against Freeman involv-
ing theft, burglary and a 
weapon charge was con-
tinued to the June grand 
jury term. 

•Arianna Page Hagan, 
24, of Maceo, Ky., was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
possession of marijuana 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The 
charges stem from a traf-
fic stop by Sheriff Evan 
Head on April 16 when 
Hagan was a passenger 
in the vehicle. Court 
records say Hagan took 
responsibility for the 
drugs and paraphernalia 
found in the automobile.  

•David Kirk, 54, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
felony charge of first-of-
fense, second-degree pos-

session of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine) and misdemeanor 
charges of possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
possession of marijuana. 
Court records indicate 
that Sheriff Evan Head 
had gone to a residence 
on US 60 West on March 
30 to serve a warrant on 
an unrelated case when 
he found Kirk. In the 
same room was a pipe 
and what is alleged to 
have been meth.  

•James Ralph Perry-
man, 61, of Marion was 
indicted on felony counts 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
tampering with physical 
evidence; and misde-
meanor charges of pos-
session of marijuana and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. Court records 
indicate that on April 14 
Sheriff Evan Head was 
attempting to serve a 
warrant against Perry-
man. The citation says 
Perryman threw some-
thing into the grass when 
confronted by the sheriff. 
Later discovered in the 
suspect’s pocket or vehi-
cle were what was be-
lieved to be meth, pot, a 
syringe and pipes. 

•Ocotlan Cole, 67, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
Class C felony count of 
knowingly exploiting an 
adult in an amount 
greater than $300. Court 
records indicate that 
state police investigators 
believe Cole during four 
months in 2022 made 
withdrawals or negoti-
ated checks on an ac-
count of an elderly 
resident, who due to 
physical dysfunction, 
was unable to manage 
her own resources or 
carry out normal daily 
living activities without 
assistance. The amount 
of money in question was 
about $50,000, court 
records allege. 

STAFF REPORT 
Circuit Judge Daniel 

Heady last week ordered 
a former deputy jailer to 
serve 30 days of a one-
year prison sentence in a 
state prison for first-de-
gree promoting contra-
band in the Crittenden 
County Detention Center. 

Nicholas Crosby was 
involved with introducing 
a cell phone and mail 
matter containing the 
drug Suboxone into the 
jail last fall, according to 
court records. 

Crosby told the judge 
he had gotten a new job 
since being terminated 
by the jail. The judge will 
allow Crosby to serve an 
alternative sentence that 
will allow him to keep his 
job. Crosby will serve two 
days a week for 15 
weeks. 

Following are final dis-
positions of other cases 
heard by Judge Heady 
during the May session of 
circuit court last Thurs-
day. 

•Christian B. Darling, 
23, of Salem pleaded 
guilty to third-degree 
rape for having sexual in-
tercourse with a minor in 
April of 2021. He was 
sentenced to one year, 
but has already served 
almost half the sentence 
while being held in cus-
tody awaiting final dispo-
sition of the case. Darling 
will be required to regis-
ter as a sex offender for 
at least 10 years after he 
completes his sentence 
and a sex offender reha-
bilitation program. 

•Chad E. Glasspoole, 

30, of Marion was given 
the opportunity to be as-
sessed for drug court in 
lieu of a prison sentence 
on felony drug and for-
gery charges stemming 
from an incident in No-
vember in Marion. 
Glasspoole has com-
pleted a three-month in-
house program at 
Kentucky Christian Re-
covery in Morgantown 
and will be allowed to 
transition into drug court 
if accepted.  

•Dalton Pryor, 25, of 
Marion pleaded guilty in 
two felony cases and was 
sentenced to a total of 10 
years, but all of it was 
probated as long as he 
makes court-ordered 
restitution and completes 
an in-patient rehabilita-
tion program. 

Court records say that 
Pryor took $5,740.20 
from a victim for a re-
placement engine for a 
vehicle without paying for 
or providing the engine. 
He pleaded guilty to fail-
ure to make requested 
disposition of property 
and was given five years 
in that case. 

In a second case, Pryor 
pleaded guilty to four 
counts of a Class C felony 
charge of possession of a 
forged instrument. Court 
records say Pryor passed 
forged $100 bills in No-
vember at Five Star Food 
Mart and Dollar General 
Store in exchange for re-
tail items and receiving 
back change, and to a 
local individual in ex-
change for four-wheeler 
parts. He was sentenced 

to five years. 
•Dakota Ryan Owen, 

30, of Marion had his 
pretrial diversion set 
aside from a 2019 felony 
drug charge and was for-
mally sentenced. Court 
testimony indicated that 
Owen stopped reporting 
to his probation officer as 
required by terms of his 
diverted sentence. Judge 
Daniel Heady ordered 
Owen to complete his 
original three-year sen-
tence. Assistant Com-
monwealth Attorney Wes 
Hunt indicated that the 
prosecution might be 
open to entertaining 
shock probation at a later 
date, but opposed it at 
this time. 

•Susan Binkley, 49, of 
Marion had her proba-
tion revoked on a 2019 
felony drug trafficking 
charge. The court or-
dered her to complete the 
balance of an original 
five-year sentence. 

•Arianna Page Hagan, 
24, of Maceo, Ky., 
pleaded guilty to a felony 
charge of first-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine) and misdemeanor 
charges of possession of 
marijuana and posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia. Hagan was indicted 
last week on the charge, 
which stemmed from a 
traffic stop by Sheriff 
Evan Head on April 16 
when Hagan was a pas-
senger in the vehicle. 
Court records say Hagan 
took responsibility for the 
drugs and paraphernalia 
found in the automobile. 

Drugs, fleeing police among six 
indictments by local grand jury

Crittenden County Circuit Court Pleadings 

Former deputy jailer given 
1-year sentence, 30 to serve


